
                         

The Oklahoma Museums Asso-

ciation recognized its 2008 An-

nual Awards Program winners 

on September 26 in Bartlesville, 

Oklahoma. Awards were given 

for outstanding achievement 

over the past year by museums 

and individuals from throughout 

the state. 

The Loretta Y. Jackson-African 

American Historical Society 

(LYJ-AAHS) was selected as a 

winner in the category of 

ñPreservation Projectsò for the 

African American Museum & 

One Room School Restoration 

Project.  

Restoration of the one room 

school was completed February 

2007.  The school was built 

c.1910 for African American 

children, grades 1-8, near the 

town of Verden, Oklahoma by 

Allen Toles, an African Ameri-

can farmer on land he acquired  

through the Homestead Act 

of 1862.  The Verden Sepa-

rate One Room School was 

placed on the National Reg-

ister for Historic Places in 

2005.  It is the only known 

wood framed one room 

school that still exists in 

Oklahoma to have been built 

on Black land by Black   

people for Black children. 
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 The LYJ-AAHS Museum/One Room 

School Project is closer to becoming a reality, 

thanks to the generous donations from Chicka-

shaôs Wal-Mart Store and Goodyear Tire  

Rubber Companyôs Lawton plant.  

 LYJ-AAHS Founder, Loretta Y. 

Jackson, officially accepted a $1,000 donation 

from Wal-Mart at the 

Chickasha store and a 

$200 donation from 

Goodyear Tire & Rub-

ber Companyôs 

Lawton plant.   
Chickashaôs Wal-Mart Store 

Manager, Leon Snelson, pre-

sents a $1,000 check to Loretta 

Y. Jackson 

OMA Preservation Award:  

Dolores Willoughby-Smith (l), 

Loretta Y. Jackson, and Cynthia 

W. Anderson  
Loretta Y. Jackson, Founder, receives Preservation Award from 

Marci Donaho (r), President of Oklahoma Museums Association 
 

One room school visitors from the 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage 

Museum in Oklahoma City are  (r) 

Carol Simmons-Franklin, & Rolene 

Ricketts (teachers at the museumôs one 

room schoolhouse), Joe Gerling, Dir. of 

Education, Sue McCoy, Asst. Educator 

with  Loretta Y. Jackson (l). 

  LYJ                          AAHS 

Loretta Y. Jackson-African American Historical Society 



LYJ-AAHS board member, Cynthia 

W. Anderson, was recently named 

2008 Oklahoma Scholar and at-

tended the National Preservation 

Conference held October 21-25, 

2008  in Tulsa, Oklahoma at the 

Convention Center. 

The National Preservation Confer-

ence, ñPreservation in Progressò, 

with over 2,000 attendees from all 

across the U.S., was organized to 

provide both learning (focused ar-

eas included field, information and 

tours) and enjoyment.  Attending 

several excellent information ses-

sions,  Anderson  also participated 

in a Tulsa tour, ñGreenwood and 

Beyondò, that included a dedication 

of ñThe Tulsa Spiritò monument in 

the historic Brady Heights 

neighborhood where Tulsa Mayor, 

Kathy Taylor was guest speaker 

and 1921 Tulsa Riot survivor, Wes 

Young and wife Cathryn, were rec-

ognized. 

Anderson will be eligible for the 

2009 Diversity Scholar Program 

and to attend the next National 

Preservation Conference to be held 

in Nashville, Tennessee.  
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LY J - A A H S  B o a r d  M e m b e r  A t t e n d s  N a t i o n a l  

P r e s e r v a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  a s  O k l a h o m a  S c h o l a r  

       OL½ SCHOOLHOUSE FRIENDS  

ñNot to know is bad.  

Not to want to know is 

worse.  Not to hope is 

unthinkable.  Not to 

care is unforgivable.ò  

ð Nigerian Proverb 

Volumne 1, Issue 4 

Chickasaw Nation Boys & Girls 

Club Chickasha Unit Manager, 

William ñSonnyò Briggs (center) 

and students review Oklahoma 

State Governor Brad Henryôs 

Black History Month  Proclama-

tion during ceremony. 

Louretta C. Wimberly, Chair 

Emeritus-Black Heritage Council 

of Alabama Historical Commis-

sion,  Selma, Alabama  

Lawtonôs Mayor John Purcell 

presents Black History Month 

Proclamation to Miss Afrisa 

Andersonôs First Grade Class-

room at Carriage Hills Ele-

mentary School, Larry 

Stormer, Principal. 

Wes Young, 1 of 20 remaining 

survivors of the 1921 Tulsa Riot, 

and wife Cathryn. 

Lindsey Galloway (l), 

Outreach/Training Spe-

cialist, Okla. Dept. of 

Commerce, and Cynthia 

W. Anderson 

Dr. Sheila Spurgeon (r), 

Exec. Dir. of Preserva-

tion Oklahoma, Inc., and 

Cynthia W. Anderson 

Toni Cherry, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation  Diversity Scholar,  Washing-

ton D.C. Historic Preservation Office  

Twin sisters (l.) Patsy Tapp & 

Shirley Easterling donate school 

books, presented to (r) Loretta Y. 

Jackson 

Randall Christian of TX (above l.), Jeffrey Lumsey & 

Jerome Lumsey of CA, after 38 yrs., visits Stuttgart 

American H.S. (Germany) classmate, Limon Jackson 

(bottom r, 2nd l) of Chickasha, and tours the Verden 

Separate Schoolhouse.   

Now 98 years old, Willie 

Mae Shelburn Thomp-

son is a survivor of the 

1921 Tulsa Riot. 



  

 

ñEarly Oklahoma: Black Hope/

Black Dreamsò Traveling Exhibit 

was displayed at First Baptist 

Church, 1st  & Dakota Ave., Rev. 

C. Eugene McCarrell, Pastor, 

during their Annual Black His-

tory Program, ñReaching the 

Dream with Confidenceò , in 

Chickasha on February 24, 2008. 

Requests to display mini exhibits 

in Lawtonôs elementary school 

libraries:  Carriage Hills, Larry 

Stormer, Principal; Hugh Bish, 

Brenda Ivey, Librarian; B.C. 

Swinney, Kathleen Dering, Prin-

cipal; Cleveland, Dr. Jamie Polk, 

Principal and Cynthia Usher, 

Reading Specialist; Douglass, 

Ora Fitzgerld, Principal and Teri 

Catron, Librarian; and Lin-

coln, Robbie Gillis, Principal. 

The exhibit highlights three 

African American individuals 

who contributed to the history 

of Oklahoma, each in a 

unique way. E.P. McCabe 

recruited blacks to Oklahoma 

Territory with his hope of a 

black state.  Roscoe Dungee 

was publisher of the ñBlack 

Dispatchò newspaper in Okla-

homa City.  Ada Lois Sipuel 

Fisher, born in Chickasha, was the 

first African American to be ac-

cepted into the OU School of Law. 

This exhibit was made possible in 

part by the Oklahoma Humanities 

Council and the National Endow-

ment for the Humanities.  Re-

quests to display this exhibit can 

be made by contacting Loretta Y. 

Jackson at (405) 224-5297. 
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Travel ing  Exhib i t  Di sp layed  at  

Church  and Schoo l  Librar ies  

VG@S¦R MDV> 
M u s e u m  a n d  O n e  R o o m  S c h o o l  P r o j e c t 

ñFew are too young 

and none too old, to 

make the attempt to 

learn.ò 

ð Booker T. 

Washington 

Traveling Exhibit at the First Baptist Church 

R.S. Corbin Education Center in Chickasha 

Lawton Carriage Hillsô first 

grade students and teacher,  

Afrisa Anderson, proudly show 

the  Black History Month Procla-

mation presented to their class 

by Mayor John Purcell on Feb. 7, 

2008. 

Viewing the Traveling Exhibit, 

the late Eva L. Boyd and 

Clara Hayden, members of 

First Baptist Church, 1st &  

Dakota Ave., Chickasha 

First Baptist Churchôs Pastor, 

Rev. C. Eugene McCarrell and 

Minister of Music, Thomas 

Jeffries, view Exhibit. 

Lawtonôs Lincoln Elementary  

Librarian, Jane Ann Malakosky (l) 

and Librarian Assistant, Gloria 

Gonzales 

 Concrete Sidewalk (Partial) Paved Parking 

Larry & Helen Hatfield (r) 

donate  1901 Kimball piano/

bench, with help from Geff 

Shearer (ll),  presented to 

Loretta Y. Jackson. 



 

P.O. Box 2044 

315  Ada Sipuel Ave. 

Chickasha, Oklahoma 73023-2044 

 

LYJ-AAHS PROJECT  
How you can helpééé.. 
 

Phone: (405) 224-5297 

Fax: (405) 224-1935 

E-mail: lyjaahs3@suddenlink.net 

"Preserving yesterday, today, for 

tomorrow"  

New Secure Online 

Donations! 

www.lyjaahs.org 

 

Verden Separate School built by 

Allen Toles, circa 1910, near 

Verden , Oklahoma 

Verden Separate School moved 

to Chickasha, Oklahoma, 2004 

Verden Separate School at 315 

Sipuel Ave., Chickasha, OK 

Verden Separate School 

Restored, 2007 

Money Order 

Method of Payment 

Benefactor   

Founder 

Sponsor 

Associate 

Friend 

$1,000ð$9,999 

$500ð$999 

$250ð$499 

$100ð$249 

Up to $100 

Check 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

The Loretta Y. Jackson-African American Historical 

Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to 

the collection, preservation and exhibition of items per-

taining to the rich African American heritage, culture, 

and education.  The ñLoretta Y. Jackson African Ameri-

can Historical Society Museum and One Room School 

Projectò is an approved Oklahoma Centennial Com-

memoration Project and was funded in part through a 

grant made possible by the Oklahoma Legislature.   

We appreciate your support of  PHASE IV:  Museum and 

Partial Parking.  Your contribution is tax deductible.  

If you are interested in receiving newsletters (mail and/

or email) or pledging a donation, please complete the 

form and return.  NEWð Secure Online Donations!  
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Mail donation to:  LYJ-AAHS, P.O. Box 2044, 

                Chickasha, Oklahoma  73023 
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