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òWE STAND ALONE,      

TOGETHER!ó 

The Loretta Y. Jackson -

African American His-

torical Society (LYJ -

AAHS) hosted its 2nd 

Annual Storytelling & 

Soul Food Evening on 

Thursday, February 17, 

2011 at the University of 

Science & Arts of Okla-

homa in Chickasha.  

The event was in part-

nership with the Okla-

homa Tourism & Rec-

reationõs initiative, 

Soulful Stories:  The Af-

rican American Story in 

Oklahoma and was 

funded by local busi-

nesses & organizations.  

The featured story, enti-

tled òWe Stand Alone, 

Together!ó,  highlighted 

the Chickashaõs Negro 

Chamber of Commerceõs 

1947 & 1948 Legacy 

Years.  Storywriter & 

performer, W. Jerome 

Stevenson of Guthrie, 

OK, told how the Negro 

Chamber worked to 

support significant city-

wide projects and how 

the Chickasha Cham-

ber, as well as over 50 

businesses & churches, 

helped support the    

Negro Chamber as they 

worked to purchase the 

home and medical 

equipment of Dr. Bul-

lock for a newly hired 

physician to serve the 

African American com-

munity . 
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2011  S to ry te l l i ng  &  Sou l  Food  

Even ing  

February 2011  

OK Black Caucus Proclamation 

presented to LYJ -AAHS E xec. 

Board, (l. to r.) Cynthia Usher, 

Dolores Willoughby -Smith, 

Bruce T. Fisher, Allen Blaylock, 

Loretta Y. Jackson (Founder), 

Barbara Thomas, Debra 

Blaylock (Volunteer Coord), 

Cynthia W. Anderson  
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òSpecial Issueó 

W. Jerome Stevenson, storywriter and performer of ñWe Stand Along, Together!ò, 

during the 2nd Annual Storytelling & Soul Food Evening at USAO in Chickasha, OK.  

Verden Separate 

Schoolhouse      

CELEBRATING       

100 YEARS              

Bud Andrus, Pres. of the Chickasha 

Chamber of Commerce during the 

Storytelling Event  

Nicole D. Bailey, Exec Dir of the 

Lawton Northside Chamber of   

Commerce during Storytelling Event  
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òDear Friends, 

Please accept this note of appreciation for your 

hardy cooperation in making the Reception for 

our Doctor and family, a mammoth success.  

You did a big job, and we want you to know it.  

Yours for a  ôBetter Chickashaõó 

 ññ 1948 letter from Johnnie Pearl Coffey, Pres. of 

the House Wives League & Hosea F. Fletcher, Pres.  

of the Negro Chamber of Commerce  
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Photo  Ga l l e r y ééééééééééé... 

òEvery great dream 

begins with a dreamer.  

Always remember, you 

have within you the 

strength, the patience, 

and the passion to 

reach for the stars to 

change the world.ó ñ  

Harriet Tugman  
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Okla Senator Ron Justice  

Storyõs Supporting  Cast:  (l.to r.)

Elijah Usher and Brian Gardner  

Overseer Delbert Allen & 

wife Debra, Chickashaõs 

Church of the Living God, 

P.G. Of T.  

Dr. Anquanita Kaigler -Love & Coree Steele, 

Lawtonõs Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, with 

Loretta Y. Jackson  

(l. to r.)  Vice Pres. Gary Thompson & Judy Lowe, 

Chickasha Bank & Trust Co., Dick Lowe; Dale & 

wife Nancy, Vice Pres. of First National Bank & 

Trust Co.  

Pilar Escobar, 

Escobar Foundation  

(l. to r.) Sharon Shoemake, 

Grady County Clerk; Ila & 

husband Rev. Watson,               

Volunteers  

Dr. R.P. Ashanti -Alexander, 

Chickashaõs NAACP 

Bruce T. Fisher, Curator of 

African American History at 

the Oklahoma Historical 

Society & LYJ -AAHS Board 

Beverly Sorrels, 

Chickashaõs Ep-

worth United Meth-

odist Church  

W. Jerome Stevenson, Bruce T. Fisher & wife 

Sharon, Brenda Perry  

Eunice Edison, 

Lawtonõs Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority  Limon Jackson, LYJ -

AAHS Volunteer  

Payton Ford, grandson of 

Brd Member Bruce & 

Sharon Fisher  

(l. to r.)  Loretta Y. Jackson; 

Steve Cox, Pres of Grady 

County Democrat Party; Mark  

Cox 
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òEducation is for 

improving the lives of 

others and for leaving 

your community and 

world better than you 

found it.ó  ñ Marian 

Wright Edelman  

Dolores Willoughby -Smith, 

Brd Member & Cathrine 

Wootten  

Ninety -five year old & oldest member, Nannie 

Presley (center), & members of Lawtonõs Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority  

(l) Dr. Judy Neale, Cameron 

University & Brenda      

Ferguson  

Barbara Thomas, Brd Mem-

ber; Debra Blaylock, Volunteer 

Coord; Marcy Langle &     

Gordona Snow, Volunteers  

Cynthia Usher, Brd Member  

Dolores Willoughby -

Smith, Brd Member & 

Loretta Y. Jackson, 

Founder  
Dr. R.P. Ashanti -Alexander, 

Overseer Delbert Allen  

(l. to r.) Callie Mae Ellis, Loretta Y. Jackson, Bar-

bara Thomas, Cynthia W. Anderson, Limon Jack-

son, Afrisa (Anderson) Gardner & husband Brian  

Cynthia W. Anderson, Allen 

Blaylock, Loretta Y. Jackson, 

LYJ -AAHS Exec. Board  

Carol Gardner; Afrisa 

(Anderson) Gardner; 

Marcy Langle, Volunteer  

Loretta Y. Jackson & 

Brenda Perry of Okla. City  

Afrisa (Anderson) &      

husband Brian Gardner  

(l. to r.) Rufus McMahan & wife Peggy, Grady County Fairgrounds 

Marketing Dir.; Helen & husband Rev. Larry Hatfield; Faith & 

husband Bud Andrus, Chickasha Chamber Pres.  
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Bud Andrus, Pres. of 

Chickasha Chamber & 

Barbara Thomas, Brd 

Member  



P.O. Box 2044 

315  Ada Sipuel Ave.  

Chickasha, Oklahoma 73023 -2044 

  

Lore t ta  Y .  Jackson - Af r ican  

Amer ican H is to r i ca l  Soc ie ty  

The Loretta Y. Jackson -African Ameri-

can Historical Society is a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization dedicated to the col-

lection, preservation and exhibition of 

items pertaining to the rich African 

American heritage, culture and educa-

tion.  The ôLoretta Y. Jackson-African 

American Historical Society Museum 

and One Room School Projectõ is an ap-

proved Oklahoma Centennial Com-

memoration Project and was funded in 

part through a grant made possible by 

the Oklahoma Legislature.  The parking 

of this project was funded in part by 

Union Pacific Foundation.  

We appreciate your generous support. 

Your contribution is tax deductible . 

______________________________________     

 

______________________________________

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

LY J - A AH S  M U S E U M  &  S C H O O L P R O JE C T  

How you can helpééééééééé... 

Phone: (405) 224-5297 

Fax: (405) 224-1935 

E-mail: lyjaahs3@suddenlink.net  

"Preserving yesterday, today, for 

tomorrow"  

 

 

òChickashaõs Negro Chamber of Commerce encour-

aged raising more livestock, home and garden projects, 

the development of a cub scout organization and a com-

pleted census for Chickasha and Grady county.  Most am-

bitiously, the Negro Chamber would purchase the home 

of Dr. William A.  Bullock with long term plans for 

 developing a  clinic for the Negroes of Chickasha.  It was beyond 

 ambitiousé...it was innovative.ó  ññ òWe Stand Alone,  

 Together!ó written & performed by W. Jerome Stevenson,  

     Feb. 17, 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

             

Secure Online 

Donations!  

www.lyjaahs.org  

LYJ                   AAHS  

�x�� Benefactor   $1,000-$9,999 

�x�� Founder   $500-$999 

�x�� Sponsor   $250-$499 

�x�� Associate   $100-$249 

�x�� Friend   up to $100  

Mail donations to:  LYJ -AAHS                                              

                   P.O. Box 2044                                                                         

                   Chickasha, Oklahoma  73023  

Secure online donation:  www.lyjaahs.org 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP  

EMAIL  

Verden Separate School 
built by Allen Toles,           

c. 1910, near Verden,     
Oklahoma  

Verden Separate School 
moved to Chickasha, 

Oklahoma, 2004  

Verden Separate School at 
315 Ada Sipuel Ave., 

Verden Separate School    Restored, 
�������������'�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���³�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���6�L�W�H�´���E�\��

City of Chickasha, 2010  

Verden Separate 

Schoolhouse      

CELEBRATING       

100 YEARS              

1910 -2010  


