
Loretta  Y.  Jackson -Afr ican American Historical  Society  

     The Verden Separate 

One Room School was 

designated as a 

Chickasha Historic 

Landmark Site during 

the October 18, 2010 

City Council Meeting.  

Mayor Hank Ross and 

city council members 

unanimously voted in 

support of the historic 

landmark site designa-

tion — the first such 

designation in Chicka-

sha’s history. 

     Loretta Y. Jackson, 

Founder of the Loretta 

Y. Jackson-African 

American Historical 

Society, spoke on be-

half of the designation 

and gave the history of 

the schoolhouse. 

     The school was built 

in the early 1900s by 

Allen Toles, an Afri-

can American 

farmer, on land he 

acquired through 

the Homestead Act 

of 1862.  The build-

ing was moved to 

Chickasha in 2004 

and is on the Na-

tional Register of 

Historic Places.  A Na-

tional Park report 

reads, “The Verden 

Separate School is the 

sole remaining rural 

Separate School in 

Grady County and a 

rare surviving example 

of the type in south-

western Oklahoma.” 
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“In partnership with the Okla-

homa Tourism Department’s 

“Soulful Stories” initiative, the 

Loretta Y. Jackson-African 

American Historical Society’s 

planning for the 2nd annual sto-

rytelling & soul food evening is 

underway!  The story of 

“Chickasha’s Negro Chamber 

of Commerce”  will be written 

by W. Jerome Stevenson, of 

Guthrie, OK, and will be held at 

the University of Science and 

Arts of Oklahoma in Chickasha 

on Thursday, February 17, 2011 

at 6:30 p.m.  Ticket donation is  

$15 per person (soul food meal 

included in cost of ticket).         

For more information about the 

2011 Storytelling Event, call 

(405) 224-5297 or email at     

lyjaahs3@suddenlink.net. 

MAKING HISTORY, AGAIN!  The Verden Separate One Room School Historic Land-

mark Site designation is the first such designation in Chickasha’s history. 
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  *IN MEMORY* 

Former Verden Separate School Student 

 

 

 

 

 

Edna M. (McDonald) Irby 

Sept. 1920—Oct. 2010                              
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“Governor’s Commendation” in 

recognition for extraordinary 

service, commitment and contri-

bution was presented to LYJ-

AAHS board members (1 to r) 

Allen Blaylock, Bruce T. Fisher, 

Loretta Y. Jackson, Dolores Wil-

loughby-Smith, Barbara Thomas, 

Cynthia W. Anderson.  Allen 

Blaylock is the newest member of 

the LYJ-AAHS Board.  We are 

extremely proud to have him 

aboard.   



Hands-on Experiential 

Learning Project (H.E.L.P.) 

held is Cluster meeting in 

Weatherford, OK on August 

26, 2010 at the Western OK 

Historical Center, and its 

Final Governance Training 

on October 5, 2010 in Nor-

man, OK at the Sarkeys 

Foundation.  LYJ-AAHS 

board member Cynthia W. 

Anderson and Dr. Will L. 

Anderson, volunteer, at-

tended both sessions. 

HELP is a program of Mid-

America Arts Alliance‟s 

Professional Development 

divisions and combines 

workshops, on-site consultant 

visits, and assists museums in 

goal-setting and evaluation.  

The training was focused on 

essential components of good 

governance.  HELP is imple-

mented in partnership with 

the OK Arts Council and 

support from the Institute 

of Museum and Library 

Services, OK Museums 

Assoc., BancFirst, Chesa-

peake Energy Corp., and 

Inasmuch Foundation.  

  

at 315 East 

Ada Sipuel 

Avenue in 

Chickasha.  

Watch for the 

“Signage Dedi-

cation Cere-

mony” notice 

that will be 

announced 

soon. 

The HistoricVerden Sepa-

rate School has been ap-

proved by the Oklahoma 

Department of Transporta-

tion to receive Historic/

Cultural Street Signs.  The 

brown cultural signs will be 

placed in strategic locations 

along the streets and will 

assist tourist with directions 

to the historic schoolhouse 
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 D I D  YO U  KNOW?        

LYJ- AAHS Success fu l ly  Comple tes  

H .E .L .P.  Tra in ing  

          WHAT ’ S  NEW ?     

with all the requirements of 

the  International Honor Soci-

ety of Social Sciences.  She 

was also elected to the Okla-

homa Epsilon chapter at the 

University of Science and 

Arts of Oklahoma in Chicka-

sha on November 18, 1981.  

Jackson  is also a 1989-90 

graduate of Leadership    

Oklahoma, Class III. 

 Loretta Y. Jackson, LYJ-

AAHS Founder, will be 

included in the Pi Gamma Mu 

International Honor Society 

Members Today publication.  

Jackson, who has a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in business ad-

ministration and sociology and 

a minor in economics, complied 

 “Hold fast to dreams, 

for if dreams die, like 

is a broken winged 

bird that cannot fly.”  

—Langston Hughes 
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HELP Final Governance 

Training, Sarkeys Founda-

tion in Norman, Oklahoma 

Architect’s Rendering 

Loretta Y. Jackson, 

LYJ-AAHS Founder 

Cluster Participants: (l-r, front 

row) Laura McCormick-

Weatherford, OK;  Kim Penrod-

Binger, OK;  Judy Forehand-

Mangum, OK; Hostess, Kim Dresser-

Weatherford, OK (l-r, back row) 

Trapper Heglin-Hobert, OK; Lynn 

Thurman-Weatherford, OK; Dr. Will 

& Cynthia Anderson-Chickasha, 

OK,   LYJ-AAHS 

Robert Turner, Sr Vice Pres 

of Corporate Relations and 

Union Pacific Foundation 

Pres. (l), and Clint Schel-

bitzski Dir of Public Affairs 

(rt), present Grant to LYJ-

AAHS board members     

Cynthia W. Anderson, 

Loretta Y. Jackson, Bruce T. 

Fisher, and Limon Jackson,        

volunteer 

LYJ-AAHS (l to r) volunteer 

Limon Jackson and board 

members Bruce Fisher, Cyn-

thia W. Anderson, Loretta Y. 

Jackson during luncheon held 

aboard the Union Pacific Rail-

road Car in Oklahoma City 



Loretta  Y.  Jackson-Afr ican American Histor ica l  Society  

     Loretta Y. Jackson, 

LYJ-AAHS Founder, 

was the guest speaker 

in Ada, OK.  During a 

powerpoint presenta-

tion, at the fellowship 

hall of the First Chris-

tian Church in Ada, 

Jackson discussed the 

preservation of one 

room schools.  Preserv-

ing Area Stories in 

Time (PAST), of Ada, 

was host for the August 

5, 2010 event.  Also at-

tending the event were 

LYJ-AAHS board mem-

ber Cynthia W. Ander-

son, volunteers Limon 

Jackson and Dr. Will 

L. Anderson along 

with numerous mem-

bers of PAST and 

Ada’s citizens. Host-

esses, (former) OK 

Senator Billie Floyd 

and Alberta Black-

burn, arranged a tour 

of Ada’s “Little Red 

One Room School” 

and Cabin.  Gertrude 

Bush, David Jackson, 

and Darel Tayler all 

attended one room 

schools and gave oral 

video interviews 

about 

their 

school 

memo-

ries.  
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V E R D E N  S E P A R A T E  S C H O O L H O U S E  V I S I T O R S  

“To make our way, we 

must have firm resolve, 

persistence, tenacity.  We 

must gear ourselves to 

work hard all the way.  

We can never let up.” 

—- Ralph Bunche Dec. 2010:  LYJ-AAHS Annual Fundraising 

COMING SOON! (TBA):  Signage Dedication Cere-

mony, ODOT’s “Historic/Cultural Street Signs”, 

Placement for School’s Location   

Thurs., Feb. 17, 2011 :  Annual Storytelling & 

Soul Food Evening, USAO Ballroom, in Chickasha 

LYJ-AAHS: On the Preservation Road 

PAST & LYJ-AAHS together 

in Ada, Oklahoma 

Alberta Blackburn of Pre-

serving Area Stories in 

Time (PAST), Ada, OK 

Gertrude Bush 

Daryl Tayler & David Jackson 

While visiting the Verden Sepa-

rate School, Dr. Nancy Osborn 

(l) and her mother discuss with 

Loretta Y. Jackson (r) the role 

of early education 

Brian A. Gardner, from 

Lawton, Oklahoma 

LYJ-AAHS volunteer, Dr. Will 

L. Anderson, and board mem-

ber, Cynthia W. Anderson ® 

visit with Bethany Buckingham 

(l), Curator of the Dorothy G. 

Page Museum in Wasilla, 

Alaska, during the Sept. 25, 

2010 OK Museums Assoc.’s 

“Pathways Lab” workshop in 

Okla. City 

Joel Bradford & Loretta 

Y. Jackson during the  

Oct. 2nd annual 

“Monarch Migration 

Celebration” in Washing-

ton, OK, hosted by the 

Historic Jerusalem 

Community 

Top:  Jack 

Brungardt, son 

of Sarah Hurl, 

was among 

students from 

USAO (Dr. 

Nancy Osborn’s 

class).         

Bottom:  

USAO’s class, 

Dr. Nancy 

Osborn, in-

structor, visited 

the Verden 

Separate 

Schoolhouse. 

Top:  Thomas 

Anderson, and 

wife Taeko (rt) of 

Colorado 

Springs, CO, 

visit the Verden 

Separate School-

house.                 

Bottom:  Taeko 

writes “hello”, 

using Japanese 

characters, on 

the blackboard. 

Loretta Y. Jack-

son, during 

USAO class visit, 

gives historic 

significance of the 

Verden Separate 

School. 



P.O. Box 2044 

315  Ada Sipuel Ave. 

Chickasha, Oklahoma 73023-2044 

  

Lore tta  Y .  Jackson - Af r ican  

Amer ican H is to r ica l  Society  

The Loretta Y. Jackson-African American 

Historical Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit or-

ganization dedicated to the collection, preser-

vation and exhibition of items pertaining to 

the rich African American heritage, culture 

and education.  The „Loretta Y. Jackson-

African American Historical Society Museum 

and One Room School Project‟ is an approved 

Oklahoma Centennial Commemoration Pro-

ject and was funded in part through a grant 

made possible by the Oklahoma Legislature. 

We appreciate your generous support of 

PHASE IV:  Museum and Partial Parking.  

Your contribution is tax deductible. 
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CITY, STATE, ZIP 

_____________________________________  

EMAIL 

LY J - AAH S  M U S E U M  &  S C H O O L P R O J E C T  

How you can helpééééééééé... 

Phone: (405) 224-5297 

Fax: (405) 224-1935 

E-mail: lyjaahs3@suddenlink.net 

"Preserving yesterday, today, for 

tomorrow"  

Verden Separate School 

built by Allen Toles,           

c. 1910, near Verden,     

Oklahoma  

New Secure Online 

Donations! 

www.lyjaahs.org 

¶ Benefactor  $1,000-$9,999 

¶ Founder  $500-$999 

¶ Sponsor  $250-$499 

¶ Associate  $100-$249 

¶ Friend  up to $100 

Mail donations to:  LYJ-AAHS                                              

                   P.O. Box 2044                                                                         

                   Chickasha, Oklahoma  73023 

Secure online donation:  www.lyjaahs.org 

Architect’s Rendering 

Verden Separate School 

relocated from Verden to 

Chickasha, June 2004  

Verden Separate School at 

315 E. Ada Sipuel Ave., 

Chickasha, OK  

Verden Separate School    

Restored, 2007  

Verden Separate 

Schoolhouse      

CELEBRATING       

100 YEARS              

1910-2010 


