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Through a grant from the 

Oklahoma Humanities Coun-

cil, the Loretta Y. Jackson -

African American Historical 

Society (LYJ -AAHS) hosted a 

Storytelling & Soul Food Eve-

ning on Thursday, February 

11, 2010 at the University of 

Science & Arts of Oklahoma 

Ballroom.                               

The storytelling evening 

highlighted the story of the 

newly restored Verden Sepa-

rate One Room Schoolhouse 

that was built c. 1910 near 

Verden, OK by Allen Toles, a 

black farmer.  The event also 

introduced LYJ -AAHSõs par-

ticipation in Oklahoma Tour-

ism and Recreation Depart-

mentõs new initiative, Soulful 

Stories:  The African Ameri-

can Story in Oklahoma .                  

Entertainment for the eve-

ning was the Verden Sepa-

rate Schoolõs story, entitled, 

òA Room With Visionó, writ-

ten and directed by theater 

artist W. Jerome Stevenson, 

Guthrie, Oklahoma and per-

formed by DeLanie Brewer.  

Stevenson, now in his six-

teenth year with the Pollard 

Theatre, is a graduate of 

Langston University and 

has established himself as a 

multi -talented leader in the 

Resident Company.  Bruce 

T. Fisher, LYJ -AAHS Board 

Member and OK Historical 

Society Curator for the Af-

rican American History 

Center said about Steven-

son, òHeõs a genius.  Jerome 

has written a story about 

the one room school that 

will make Chickasha and 

Oklahoma proud.ó  Attend-

ing the event included Allen  

Toles and school attendee 

descendants, OK Tourism 

Director & Advisory Team, 

OK Commerce Reps.,  

Chickasha citizens, officials 

& business reps, State Leg-

islators and out of town 

guests.  
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LYJ -AAHS will host the Coun-

try School Association of Amer-

icaõs (CSAA) 10th Annual Con-

ference, June 21-23, 2010 at the 

University of Science & Arts of 

Oklahoma in Chickasha.  The 

Conference theme is òBlazing 

the Trail:  Education Among the 

Earliest Americansó.  An optional 

bus tour to several area country 

schools is scheduled on June 

23rd.  Proposals to lead, present, 

conduct, organize or demonstrate 

may be submitted to Richard 

Lewis < richard.lewis -1 @nasa. 

gov>.                                        

                                

Deadline for proposals has 

been extended to April 1st .  

For conference updates, visit 

http://www. countryschool 

association.org/ .  This will be 

CSAAõs first visit to Oklahoma 

and first to focus on Native & 

African American early educa-

tion . 

ñA Room With Visionò - DeLanie Brewerôs storytelling performance at USAO in 

Chickasha.  Storyôs script was written & directed by W. Jerome Stevenson. 

Verden Separate 

Schoolhouse      

CELEBRATING       

100 YEARS              

1910 -2010  

Descendants of school atten-

dee, Devin Stubbs (l.) & Dejaõ 

Stubbs  (far r.)  with performer 

DeLanie Brewer.  

Hardy Watkins, Dir. of OK 

Tourism & Recreation Dept., 

during the Storytelling Event.  

Bruce T. Fisher, LYJ -AAHS 

board member, Loretta Y. Jack-

son, LYJ -AAHS Founder, & W. 

Jerome Stevenson,  writer and 

director of òA Room with      

Visionó.  

©Loretta Y. Jackson-African American Historical Society-All Rights Reserved                                



Page 2  
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Photo Galleryé. 

òItõs their story that we must 

share and in sharing their 

story we can only hope that 

we inspire.  Inspire students to 

embrace the gifts of learning, 

inspire parents to sacrifice all 

for the hope of their childrenõs 

future...and inspire us all to 

dream dreams and toé Do 

Good.ó  ñexcerpt from òA Room 

With Visionó, performed by 

DeLanie Brewer (Feb. 11, 2010), 

written by W. Jerome Stevenson  
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Loretta Y. & (late) Harold W. Jackson 

family: (front row, l to r) Devin 

(Jackson) Stubbs, (great-grand), 

Afrisa W. Anderson (grand), 

Dejaõ (Jackson) Stubbs(great grand); 

(back, l to r)  Randa Jackson (grand), 

Cynthia W. Anderson (daughter), 

Jacquline Jackson (grand), and Limon 

Jackson (son).  

OK Rep. Anastasia Pittman  

Allen Blaylock and wife Debra, Loretta 

Y. Jackson, Duncan Alexander 

(school attendee descendant) & wife 

Darrie.  

Loretta Y. Jackson & Nancy Smith, Sr. 

Vice President of First National Bank & 

Trust Co. in  Chickasha  

Bud Andrus (r), Chickasha Chamber of Commerce,  &  

wife Faith with Martha Seaton (l).  

(seated, l to r) Descendants of Allen Toles: Great great 

grands, Cory, Resan, Kresharla, &  Kenwick. (standing) 

Rep. Joe Dorman (l) & Gary  Kuykendall(r)  

Great grand descendant of Allen Toles, Mae 

Ola Copland  (l) & school attendee descendant, 

Troy Maloney, Jr. (r.) with wife Marion Jean 

(l to r)-Sharon Shoemake, Sen. Ron Justice,  

Rufus & wife, Peggy McMahan , Grady County 

Fairgrounds Marketing Dir. 

LYJ-AAHS  exhibits feature Oklahoma,  Chicka-

sha, and Grady Countyõs African American his-

torical facts. 
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Mary Jefferies,   

Chickasha Middle 

School teacher 

(l to r) Anna C. Kirk, President of Top 

Ladies of Distinction with guest, Robert 

Hollis & Pearlena Booker, NTU Art  Asso-

ciation, all of Oklahoma City Dr. Charles Scott , 

retired USAO professor 

(r) & Linda Herndon, 

retired educator (l) 
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Word List  

Edna   Farm  

ò(Do) Goodó Homestead (Act 0f 1862)  

Janie   School  

Separate  Slate  

(Allen) Toles  Verden  

Maloney  

 Oklahoma  

One (Room)  

Outhouse  

Consolidation  

Barter (System)  

Bell   

(Lunch) Bucket  

Chickasha  Professor (Brown)  
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òHow does a dream endure?  

How does the notion of one 

become the hopes of so 

many?  How does a hope 

become lumber and brick?  

Into an empty field there 

was a place of learning and 

wonder but it was a dream 

that belongs to more than 

any one dreameré.it 

belongs to Allen Toles, to 

the mothers and fathers of 

children who worked the 

fields, to Sam Loveless and 

to the children whose 

minds were shaped in this 

little room...a single room.ó  

ñ-excerpt from òA Room 

with Visionó, performed by 

DeLanie Brewer (Feb. 11, 

2010), written by W. Jerome 

Stevenson  

Verden Separate One Room School  

CELEBRATING100 years  

1910-2010 

WORD SEARCH                       
(Words in parentheses not in puzzle)  

(standing) Kirk Irby, son of Edna (McDonald) Irby,  a school 

attendee, Loretta Y. Jackson (center) and Debra Blaylock.  

Members of the OK Tourism  Advisory Team, OK Commerce Dept., 

OK Legislators, Soulful Storytellers:(front row, l to r) Devin Stubbs, 

Deja Stubbs (2nd row) Rep. Anastasia Pittman, Rep. Joe Dorman, 

DeLanie Brewer, Loretta Y. Jackson, Dwe Williams (3rd row) Alice 

Johnson, Hardy Watkins, Cynthia W. Anderson, Bruce T. Fisher (back 

row) Dr. Judy Neale, Melyn Johnson, Rep. Leslie Osborn, Sen. Ron 

Justice,  &  W. Jerome Stevenson 

(standing, r) Pat Brooks, First National Bank 

Chairman of the Board, &  Duncan Alexander (l);  

(table) Descendants of Allen Toles. 

(l to r) Kirk Irby, Melyn Johnson, OK 

Tourism  Project Dir., Hardy Watkins, 

Diane Wilkins & Barbie Elder, OK Tour-

ism Staff    
(l to r)Gary Kuykendall & wife, Katherine, Pilar Escobar of 

Escobar Foundation, Majorie Moore, Robert Maloney, 

school attendee descendant, & wife Rita, Duncan Alexan-

der, school attendee descendant, & wife Darrie. 

©Loretta Y. Jackson-African American Historical Society-All Rights Reserved 

Iola Gray  and Afrisa W. Anderson, 

members of the Lawton AKA, Inc. & 

LYJ-AAHS  volunteers 

Cynthia Usher (l), Lawton 

elementary teacher &          

LYJ-AAHS Board Member 



P.O. Box 2044 

315  Ada Sipuel Ave.  

Chickasha, Oklahoma 73023 -2044 

  

Lore t ta  Y.  Jackson -Af r i can 

Amer i can H i s tor ica l  Soc ie t y 

The Loretta Y. Jackson -African American 

Historical Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization dedicated to the collection, 

preservation and exhibition of items per-

taining to the rich African American heri-

tage, culture and education.  The ôLoretta 

Y. Jackson-African American Historical 

Society Museum and One Room School 

Projectõ is an approved Oklahoma Centen-

nial Commemoration Project and was 

funded in part through a grant made 

possible by the Oklahoma Legislature.  

We appreciate your generous support of 

PHASE IV:  Museum and Partial Park-

ing.   Your contribution is tax         

deductible . 

______________________________________     
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LY J - A A H S  M U S E U M  &  S C H O O L P R O J E C T  

How you can helpééééééééé... 

Phone: (405) 224-5297 

Fax: (405) 224-1935 

E-mail: lyjaahs3@suddenlink.net  

"Preserving yesterday, today, 

for tomorrow"  

 

New Secure Online 

Donations!  

www.lyjaahs.org  

Verden Separate 

Schoolhouse      

CELEBRATING       

100 YEARS              

1910 -2010  
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Verden Separate School    
Restored, 2007  

Verden Separate School 
at 315 Ada Sipuel Ave., 

Chickasha, OK  

Verden Separate School 
built by Allen Toles,           

c. 1910, near Verden,     
Oklahoma  

Verden Separate School 
moved to Chickasha, 

Oklahoma, 2004  

LYJ                   AAHS  

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY, STATE, ZIP  

EMAIL  

�x�� Benefactor   $1,000-$9,999 

�x�� Founder   $500-$999 

�x�� Sponsor   $250-$499 

�x�� Associate   $100-$249 

�x�� Friend   up to $100  

Mail donations to:  LYJ -AAHS                                              

                   P.O. Box 2044                                                                         

                   Chickasha, Oklahoma  73023  

Secure online donation:  www.lyjaahs.org     �3 

Architectõs Rendering 

òItõs their story that we must share and in sharing their story we can only 

hope that we inspire.  Inspire students to embrace the gifts of learning, in-

spire parents to sacrifice all for the hope of their childrenõs future....and 

inspire us all to dream dreams and toéõDo Goodõ.ó ññexcerpt from òA 

Room With Visionó, performed by DeLanie Brewer (Feb. 11, 2010), written 

by W. Jerome Stevenson  


